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(1) One fundamental ethical or religious truth should be taught the 
children at a time, and only one ; this truth must be one which touches 
the daily life of the child, such as kindness, obedience, service, good 
cheer, loving care, the sabbath. (2) This one truth is to be taught by a 
text from the Bible which the child can learn ; by a story to illustrate 
it, the story being told from a point of view which will bring it within 
the child's realm of thought and of action ; by means of a picture, if a 
good one can be found which illustrates the truth ; and by means of 
a song which will teach the truth musically. (3) The same ethical or 
religious truth, having an immediate practical relation to the child's 
thought and life, is to be made the theme for successive instruction, so 
that numerous texts, stories, pictures, and songs may present and 
enforce the truth in a variety of ways. 

This method has been skilfully worked out in this book, by one 
who is an experienced kindergartner. The truths to be taught are 
selected; the several studies on each truth are arranged; the texts, 
stories, pictures, and songs are given ; and the whole order of the study, 
its point of approach, its inculcation and its applications of the truth, 
are clearly indicated. The work of course is as useful in the home as 
in the Sunday school. 

It is greatly to be desired that those who feel competent and will- 
ing to leave traditional methods in order to find some better way of 
teaching the children should make a faithful trial of the method here 
presented, which is founded on right educational principles, has in 
general the right idea of how the Bible is to be used with children, and 
presents a practical scheme of instruction which can be used success- 
fully by those who recognize clearly the errors and inadequacy of the 
current systems. 

This book by Miss Florence Palmer, and the Kindergarten Sunday 
School by Miss Frederica Beard (Pilgrim Press, Boston), are well 
adapted to lead the way into this better land for the children. 

C. W. V. 

Two Years in Palestine and Syria. By Margaret Thomas. 
With 16 Illustrations reproduced in Colors in facsimile of 
the Original Paintings by the Author. New York : Imported 
by Charles Scribner's Sons, 1900. Pp. xiv + 343. $5. 

This sumptuously printed book, with large type, fine paper, and 
beautiful colored pictures of Palestine scenes, is unusually attractive. 
The author is at the same time the artist, and what she has written is 
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the result of a long, well-employed visit to the Holy Land, with note- 
book and sketching material judiciously and skilfully used. She had 
already traveled in other countries and written of them, and her expe- 
rience has fitted her to discover and to describe the right things. 

Mrs. Thomas does not claim a special training in the history and 
archseology of Palestine, and she has not attempted to deal with the 
more scholastic matters and the controverted problems of that land. 
Her purpose was rather to see the customs and the people as they now 
are, and to portray them vividly in words and colors for the sake of 
those who cannot themselves take the long journey to the eastern 
Mediterranean coast. Her account, therefore, is easy and delightful 
reading, and the illustrations add greatly to the narrative. In only a 
few cases has she given Scripture references, but one who is familiar with 
the Bible will get much light from her descriptions of the unchanged 
oriental customs. 

The story of Palestine has been frequently told by many travelers 
and scholars in the last two generations ; but the past ten years have 
witnessed a procession of photographers and painters who have taken 
almost unnumbered pictures of all the ancient sites and present-day 
scenes in the Holy Land. Tissot's great collection of water-colors and 
pen sketches are well known to all, and Mr. C. K. Linson's pictures, 
now accompanying Dr. John Watson's "Life of the Master" in 
McClure's Magazine, are also very fine. Mrs. Thomas has added only 
a few pictures to the whole number, but these few are choice ones. 
And she has described in detail some of the most striking customs of 
Palestine, for example, the religious ceremony known as the Greek 
Miracle of the Holy Fire at Easter, which takes place annually in the 
Church of the Holy Sepulchre at Jerusalem. The Greek priests admit 
to educated inquirers that there is no miracle about it, and that they do 
not intend to deceive in the matter, but that they have to keep up this 
old custom for the sake of the lower classes who believe it to be miracu- 
lous, and regard it as one of the greatest manifestations of God given 
to them. The great crowd who witness the ceremony are so excited 
and violent that many persons are injured, and often some are killed, 

at its observance. 

C. W. V. 



